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SUBJECT! CO MMUNISTS 1 PORTRAYAL OF THEIR. CURRENT OFFENSIVE iN 
OUTH : V 


|. at PARIS MEETINGS AND ELSEWHERE* VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS H'AVE 
BEEN MAKING CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS TO JUSTIFY THEIR CURRENT - 
WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE INfOUTH VIET-NAM AS. NOTHING* MORE TUAN 
APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO WHAT = THEY' TERM ?STEPPEO*UPP' MILITARY 
ACTIVITY IN RECENT WEEKS BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE# US AN0 ; OTHER 
ALLIED FORCES • THIS DISINGENUOUS PROPAGANDA LINE DISTORTS • 

THE FACTS AND APPEARS DESIGNED BOTH TO SHIFT ONUS FOR INCREASED 

LEVEL OF FIGHTING FROM ENEMY TO US ANQ TO VEIL ENEMY'S OWN 

objectives, accordingly* dept has prepared following summary 

OF ENEMY’S OFFENSIVE TO DATE* EXTENT OF H I S PREPARATIONS 

therefor* 4 nd estimate o f h i 9 likely objectives* which May BE 

DRAWN UPON IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST-GOVT OFFICIALS* 

OTHER CONTACTS AND LOCAL PRESS AT POST'S DISCRETION. 

2. NATURE OF POST-TET OFFENSIVE TO DaTE. VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS 
KICKED OFF NEW ROUND OF OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY I N EARLY MORNING 
HOURS OF FEBRUARY 23* JUST AS PRESIDENT NlXON WAS PREPARING TO 
DEPART ON EUROPEAN TRIP'. BY WAITING UNTIL’ SEVENTH! DAY . OF: NEW 
lunar'year AND; END OF ThEIR^OWN TET - : TRUCE* COMMUNISTS- AVOIDED 
STIGMA OF VIOLATING' MOST IMPORTANT VIETNAMESE HOLIDAY WHICH; • . 
HAD.. ATTACHED TO'tHEiRiTgT' OFFENSIVE A YEAR- AGO. OFFENSIVE HAS: 

BE‘N CHARACTERIZED iO r Far BY' WibESPREAbr and HELLWCOORDINATEB 
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ATTACK-5Y-P 1FE IAEA'S) AGAINST US AND V I E T N A * E ~ £ M ! L I 7 a P v 
INSTALLATIONS AND AGAINST POPULATION CENT^PS (INCLUDING MAJOR 
CITIES OP SAIGON* n A N A N G / HUE/ BIEN H 0 A / MV T H 0 AND NijMbEROUP 
SMALLER PROVINCE AND DISTRICT CAPITALS')* * n RELATIVELY few 
INSTANCES HAS ENEMY ATTEMPTED FOLLOW-UP GROUND ATTACKS AGAINST 
THESE TARGETS/ AND EVEN WHERE HE HAS ( E • G • z BIEN HD A ) ENEMY 
HAS EXERCISED NOTABLE ECONOMY -OF- FORCE' BY WITHHOLDING MAJORITY 
OF COMBAT UNITS HE HAD PREVIOUSLY POSITIONED WITHIN STRIKING 
DISTANCE. INTENSITY OF ENEMY ACTIVITY WAS GREATEST DURING 
FINAL DAYS OF FEBRUARY/ BUT ABF'S AND OTHER ENEMY*. INI T I ATED i. 
INCIDENTS’HAVE 1 ' CONTINUED INTO MARCH AT - LEVELS CONSIDERABLY ABOVE 
THOSE OF PREVIOUS THREE OR' FOUR MONTHS • SAIGON HAS SO FAR BEEN 
SHELLED FOUR- TIMES* TWICE- ON' FEBRUARY 23/ AGAIN ON MARCH 3/ 

AND MOST RECENTLY'- AND WITH HEAVIEST CASUALTIES -- ON MARCH: 6. 
NATION-WIDE/ 6* I CIVILIANS WERE KILLED DURING THE PERIOD FEBRUARY 
23 THROUGH MARCY 7.-' CURRENT LEVEL OF- 1 ENEMY ACTIVITY AND STATE 
OF PREPARATIONS SUGGEST STRONGLY. THAT THIS OFFENSIVE WILL BE : 
CONTINUED IN PHASES/. WILL' LAST: AT LEAST, THROUGH END Of MARCH/ 

AND WILL BE STAGGERED GEOGRAPHICALLY IN ATTEMPT TO; UNBALANCE. 
A^llIED -DEFENSiYEr AND: PRE-EMPT IVE; MEASURES;. ( f. G. z ABF^S AV OUTSET 
wFRE 'MOST NUMEROUS-’’ INI I ' AND>. I l.I CORPS AREAS » AS ACTION ABATBD ! 
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VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED; OFFICIAL STATEMENT TO THIS ... |M 
EFFECT FEBRUARY 26* NATIONAL' LIBERATION FRONT. I NLF I CHIEF: BELEGATP?% 
TRAN BUU KIEH AT FEBRUARY 27 PARIS MEETING "RECALLED THAT’ SINCE’ . gy ; | 
NIXON TOOK HIS OFFICE ON JANUARY 20* AIR AND GROUND OPERATIONS?. : .MM 
BY THE US AND ITS PUPPETS IN -SVN HAD BEEN GREATLY STEPPED UR* Hpjj 

DUR I NG A RECENT 1 2 h 0 A Y •PERI OD i US . 8*5? ST R AUSIClSOMBERS ’ .py MRpO.V, .gp 
ON AREAS AROUND S A ifiON ? 7> 000 TONS OF BOMQS •• *j A- RECORD HITHER— t 
TO FOR SUCH A SHORT"-PER|00 OF flME AND- SUCH' A- SMALL REGION* T ■§£&$ 

COMMUNISTS HAVE ALSO'! ACCUSED. US.’ OF* BRAGINS 'IN- ADDITIONAL! . . 

"SATELLITE TROOPS" AS: "c ANNONFODDER" | REFERRING TO 1 MI D-FEBRUARY 
ARRIVAL OF FINALi.CONtTNQENT' OFr n# 000 -THAI Of VISION WHICH 1 W*S • 
PROGRAMMED WELL OVER A. YEAR AGO) AND OF "STRENGTHENING .THE • 

SAIGON PUPPET ARMY IN EQUIPMENT AND NUMBERS*? _ ALSO* COMMUNISTS 
HAVE STRENUOUSLY DENIED EXISTENCE OF UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED ’ ¥> 

LAST FALL BETWEEN US AND NORTH VIET-NaM I N‘. CONNECTION WITH . p, 

TOTAL'HALT OF US BOMBING OVER THE NORTH ANO- STIPULATION PUBLICLY ^ . A 
ENUNCIATED AT THAT TIME THAT PRODUCTIVE PEACE TALKS COULD NOT B < 

RPt NOT PROCEED IF qOMMuNISfS yiOLAf ED:. DEMILITARIZE?! ZONE ( DMZJ 
OR ATTACKED MA JOR~Cl TIES • IN COMMUNIST LOG IC# DENI AL Of . ' s>r’-j 5 

EXISTENCE OF UNDERSTANDINGS MEANS PRESENT: ATTACKS CONSTITUTE^ »'*j 

NO RPT NO VIOLATION OF THOSE UNDERSTANDINGS* (THIS PROPAGANDA p 
THEME OF "PUNISHING" US HAS BEEN EMPLOYED IN PAST! 1 968 TET , 

OFFENSIVE* PLANNING FOR WHICH HAD CLEaRLY BEGUN MONTHS IN •. t 

ADVANCE# WAS PRESENTED AS "PUNISHMENT" O p US FOR ALLEGE? £ * 

VIOLATIONS OF ENEMY’S’ TET TRUCE# WHICH WAS ONLY A FEW HOURS BV.J 

OLD WHEN OFFENSIVE BEGAN* WE WERE SIMILARLY ACCUSED' OF -P. ",f! 

VIOLATING ENEMY’S' TET TRUCE THIS YEAR# FEBRUARY 15-22# BUT THIS .4 

THEME HAS BEEN SUBORDINATED TO THEME OF "®UNlSHMENT" FOR 5 

" STEPPED - U°" ILITARY cpep at ions • ) 'I 

5. ACTUAL MILITARY SITUATION* FACTS OF SITUATION A»E O r COURSE 
QUITE DIFFERENT i 

A* C OMMUN I c T PPEPAPAT JONS • NATURE AND EXTENT OF COMMUNIST 
PREPARATIONS FOR THIS OFFENSIVE BELIE ANY SUGGESTION THAT IT WAS ' 
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MOONTEO ONLY AS oOlCK RESPONSE TO ALL I EF INITIATIVES. FIRST# 
"FALL-WINTER" AND "WINTER-SPRING" MILITARY CAMPAIGNS HAVE BEEN 
TRADITIONAL FOR ENEMY SINCE EARLY 1960’S* SECOND# RELATIVELY LOW 
LEVELS OF ENEMY MILITARY ACTIVITY THAT PREVAILED FROM LAST AUTUMN 

UNTIL 

START OF CURRENT OFFENSIVE RESULTED NO? p ROM. CHOICE BUT FROM* 
ENEMY'S VERY RE Atf NECESS I TY TO' REGROUP* RESUPPLY AND 1 . RETRAIN 
H I a -UNITS AFTER gXT£NS I VE AND ; COSTLY SERIES: OF' OFFENSIVES HE 
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undertook three times, during i 968 , ( t e " f > --H Wy U N s % v A n b ^’^CP^Csr ^ S E P - • f&v* 

THIRD/ NUMEROUS LARGELCACHES OF! WEAPONS/ v.F 0 Q 0 ^ 6 TC^ ^Di?COVERED» .',KS 
BY FRIENDLY FORCES- f LAST. YEAR • :f&T*Fr TOt ENEMY’S: / " ' Wi>| 

. CAREFUL'' PREPOSIJ,J; 0 ^|^^Sq^f:tES F 0 ^ ^ F* g E N ^ | y ^ ^ A £ 1 0 N i * ^ | 

FO 0 KTH/ E^EMY;HAS A£ }? ARE NT L Yv. C P N TIN U E R£ RE ?.H L R E jR PO N N |p$| 

INTO SVN AT A HI(SH,fRATE> SUGGESTING '>TH AT^E'$ 1 S^Nof ^ON^yf XL L 0 W INS* p^f 
FOR ANTICIPATED LOSSES ‘AS RESULT -OF - CURRENT. : pF.FENSTVELBUT' ALSO. '< 
PLANNING TO STRENGTHEN HIS: FORCE STRUc^OReFJJS^VNV; FINALLY/ ENEMY»s!f 1 

public . ' ‘ " " ' ' - •'• • v : \;; r • ' ■ • 

STATEMENTS HAVE FOR ' SEVERAL MONTHS E X H OR <T EP ^ H I S T R 0 0 P S T 0 ‘ v * pT ? 
NEW OFFENSIVE ACT I ON/V^NO ci.*SS j Ff EO ! OPCUMEN'fis.' CAPTURED" FROB: |f:i 

HIM OVER LAST F I VE ( 10 NTHS HAVEi REVEALED ATTApK RLANSfr. OFTEN ' £.V. 

W I f H ONLY "EXECUTE" ,‘DaTE LACK I NG- AND p'RESUMABLY^fDi'BE^^ PROVIDED ft 

AT LAST MINUTE* (PRISONERS TAKEN DURING CURRENT OFFENSIVE HAVE' RE- 

CONFIRMED EXTENSIVE /ADVANCE PL’ANNiNG . AND PREPARATIONS BY THEIR . feV 
UNITS* ) iNTERESTlNG/EXAMPtE OF: HORTATORY .- PROPAGANDA WAS 1 : ' . : sr-' 

ARTICLE BROADCAST' I S'^CiiANOESTI N £^1 f Ej**fi ON- ‘.RAD 10 ’ -ON-. 'V ‘ :1 pt 

JANUARY 3 AND SIGNER .vjlV'^NAM HAJ/" RELATIVELY NEW; COVER NAME |*.V. 

APPARENTLY BEING: USED - By ONE OF SENIOR; OFFICERS OFi CENTRAL QFF I CE 
FOR SVN ( COSVN ) / RANKING COMMUNIST HEADQUARTERS IN : THE SOUTH, ~ ART I CLE 
COMMENTS ON LESSONS . TO BE LEARNED FROM ’‘SUCCESSES” OF 1968 AND £- 

MAKES THESE POINTS, AMONG OTHERS/ ABOUT FUTORE QPERATiONSl ' 
"MILITARY ATTACKS MUST AIM Af ANNIHILATING AS MANY ENEMY TROOPS# (&?.; 
AS MANY ENEMY War MEANS* ANO AS MANY LOGISTIC BASES AS S?U : | 

POSSIBLE/ FULFILLING THeIR ROCE AS A LEVER FOR POLITICAL' V.jj 

ATTACKS AND CREATING FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR MILITARY PRO- 1 

SELYTIZING. i 

•••IT IS NECESSARY TO LAUNCH ATTACKS SIMULTANEOUSLY On ALL 1 

BATTLEFIELDS and CLOSELY CONNECT THE THREE STRATEGIC REGIONS j 

(RURAL AREAS, MOUNTAINOUS AREAS, AND CITIES)..." ILLUSTRATIVE ] 

ENEMY DOCUMENT IS "DIRECTIVE NUMBER FOUR" ISSUED BY VIET CONG ‘ 

SAIGON CITY COMMITTEE ON JANUARY 2 ?/ WHICH CALLED FOR POLITICAL 
OPERATIONS COORDINATED WITH ftURRENT MILITARY OFFENSIVE AS " FOL- f' 

LOWS: PERIOD FEBRUARY 9-23 WAS TO MARK "OPENING OF GREAT WAVE 
OF POLITICAL AND MILITARY PROSELYTIZING"* PERIOD MARCH 11-16 
(I.E., AFTER FIRST PHASE OF MILITARY OFFENSIVE) WOULD SEE CON- 
CENTRATED propaganda campaign among urban population: with 

"PEACE" AS CENTRAL THEMEi THEN# DURING 1 ' RERIOD MARCH. 17-25 AFTER' 
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WITH "PUBLIC OPINION ON PEACE ISSUES TO BE RAISED TOi A F£VER> 

PITCH." REPRESENTATIVE PRISONER TESTIMONY IS THAT OF, NORTH | 

VIETNAMESE ARMY CAOJAIN NGUYEN VAN TUyEN> ACTING COMMANDER OF VIET £ 
CONG 72ND BATTALION, CAPTURED FEBRUARY 24 NEAR, TAM: KY CITY 1 1 | 

CORPS). CAPT JUYEN SAID HE HAD; BEEN ToLD .BY" SUPERIOR' ON OR ABO^T § 
FEBRUARY 8 THAT VIET CONG MILITARY REGION 5f SENIOR HEADQUARTERS I IB 
AREA, HAD ISSUED "GENERAL ATTACK , bRDER"l OBJECTIVE' OF: ATTACK! WAS K 
TO INFLUENCE peace Talks in PARIS AND ESPEC I ALLY . TO O0T A I N ■ f 

ACCEPTANCE OF COALITION GOVERNMENT in SAIGON* AS IN PREVIOUS "MAJOR* 
ATTACKS," COMMUNISTS ALSO HOPED TO INCITE PEOPLE TO OVERTHROW' GVN. [? 

captain tuyen himself claimed to have spent' most of January i, ; 

AND FEBRUARY RECONNOITERING TERRAIN N£AR TAM KY AND NOTED TfclfcT r ; 
IF LATE-FEBRUARY ATTACK ON TAM KY' AND SURROUNDING AREA FaILED'HIS ■: 
UNIT WOULD NEED AT LEAST ONE MONTH TO PREPARE FOR "ANOTHER !•' 

MAJOR OFFENSIVE."' 

B. ALLIED ACTIVITY. FOR THEIR PART, GVN FORCES AND THEIR 
ALLIES HAVE UNDERTAKEN NO RPT NO L I MI TAT I ON ' ON NATURE OR SCOPE 
OF; .THEIR MILITARY* OPERATIONS WITHIN SVN. ALLIED FORCES HAVE BEEN > V 
OPERATING IN RECENT WEEKS AT APPROXIMATELY the levels WHICH k 

PREVAILED THROUGHOUT 1 968. CURRENT PATTERN OF OPERATIONS 

(INCLUDING RECENT CONCENTRATION OF B-52 STRIKES ON; ENEMY BASE 
AND STAGING AREAS NEAR SAIGON) HAS BEEN DICTATED IN LARGE PART 
BY BUILD-UP OF COMMUNIST MILITARY THREAT AS ENEMY MILITARY UNITS 

HAVE MOVED TOWARD “AJOR TARGETS. ENEMY SHELLINGS OF SAIGON b&VE 
CLEARLY VIOLATED ONE OF UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED LAST FALL, AND' 

RECENT ATTACKS ON US FIRE SUPPORT BASES IMMEDIATELY SOUTu OP THE 
DM2 SUGGEST E^EMV VIOLATION OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING DMZ AS WELL* 
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7* IN ShQR T / MUCH EVIDENCE 0 E ENEMY'S ULTIMATE INTENTIONS HAD 
PILED 'JP IN THE Tho£F Op FOUR MONTHS PRECEDING CURRENT OFFENSIVE 
(AND had LED TO CONSIDERABLE PRESS SPECJLa t IOn ABOUT ENEMY'S 
INTENTIONS AS VARIOUS POSSIBLE TARGET DATES -- M I D-DECEM B ER, 
JANUARY 1, TtT ITSrLE -- PASSED WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT). IN 
FACT, ENEMY'S INTENTIONS AND "’RANGE OF HIS OPTIONS WERE UNUSUALLY 
CLEAR, BUT HIS CHOICE AMONG THOSE OPTIONS AND HIS IMPLEMENTATION 
DATE REMAINED In DOUBT until SHORTLY before OFFENSIVE began. 


8. ENEMY'S POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES. FOREGOING CLEARLY REFUTES' 
SPECIOUS CLAIM THAT ENEMY IS MRELY REACTING 'lN A DEFENSIVE 
TO ALLIED MILITARY ACTIVITIES* QUESTION REMAINS OF' ENEMY'S 
ACTUAL OBJECTIVES IN CONDUCTING -THIS OF’FENS I YE. MUCHi PRESS 

- eONFI -D g N^Ut. " 
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SPECULAT I ON IN US HAS CENTERED^ ON'-ENEMy^ 

NEW US ADHINISTRATION AND OETERMINE WHETHERi'Me«EANiiW|fH* 1HPWNITY jj^ 

V I OL AT E UNDERSTANDINGS ReACHEM L AS T; v AUTUNN^SOM? i SPECULATION.. ADDS 

• — ■ ■ ■ ■*’ - •. * ■*,'■•'•-■■• **■■*••••'•'»'' !, Af 1 ‘^* >" * *■•' i .•* ‘j *y *•. ■ » * 1 * t * ;•* >* • •/ f^V^. . - • . ■' •'*•{*•■• ■.',••• ■ * - ' * . A 

ENEMY MAY BE • SEEK^G:TO >w|pE^0p? J ANB * NGS 

and' achieve new- eoNeEssiQNS^i*;|G»£ :6e§^tt^t5g^5^Sl^ e 
WITHIN SVN >' iM‘ ftefuftN FOR w NEHr ’UNDERSf A^O^t^AT - - s? 

WILL NOT BE ATTa6ReD» Or THAT' ENEMY^ ^ MaY':BE^T^YING TO^Riyr WEDGE 
BETWEEN us AND GVN IF SOUtH Y IETNAMESE.;'AP|^0?SSATISF3E2’‘ WITH us 

response to This offensive, while some - su^;SPEeiFicvi 5 BJECTivEs 

MAY BE involved; CURRENT OFFENSIVE is BAl^AUUY^ A ^LOGICAL' 
IMPLEMENTATION OFENEMYIS OVER-ALL STRATEGY OF. '^FIGHTING WHILE 
NEGOTIATING.” ENEMY'S PRIMARY OBJECT I VES- INCLUDE 
STRENGTHENING OF: HIS' HAND AT PARIS# BY DEMONSTRAUNG^HIS _ 
CONTINUING CAPACITY FOR OFFENSIVE MILITARY ACTION, AND PRESERVES 

MORALE OF HIS OWN TROOPS AND.vCADRE* PWUSfdJpg L T 5 i DI J.iErobtwSEr • ®S 
OF INFLICTING HEAVY. CASUALTIES; P N FRlENOL|u^PRCES j UNp|RMINJNG &§ 
POPULAR CONFIDENCE IN ABILITY 'OF: GVN TP ^ROyiDE SECOJITT EVIN^IN p*|^ 
URBAN AREAS# AND PREVENTING PACIF I CAT ION ' OF' THE COUN-TRYS I DE BY Th|* J Q 
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